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Retuge of the Gallows. 


| 

Demonstration Continued of the Inhumanity | 
and Injustice of the Abolition of Capital Pun- | 
tshament.—I proceed now to prove mere fully} 
the injustice and inhumanity ef the efiort for| 
the abolition of this penalty. You are unjust, | 
if you do not give to society the same means | 
of self-defence against assassins, which they | 
relinguish for the protection of the govern- | 
ment. Men do not wear arms — but why ?— 
Because of the solemn assurance that the | 
government will protect life in the same way, 
if need be, in which Weapons of death pro- 
tect it; — because of the knowledge that the | 
criminal is aware, if he takes life, that his own | 
will be taken. Now to take away this penal- 
ty is in fact to take away from the community | 
the means of self-defence. It is to make| 
cowards of the innocent, but brave men of the 
guilty; for what man, for example, will dare 
defend his property, rf a villain sets upon it, 
when the very defence may make the villain 
murder him, you having taken away from the 
villain himseif all fear ef death, no matter 
what crime he commits. Ii a man breaks 
into your house at midaight, with the knowl- 
edge that the punishment for murder is death, 
though that for house-breaking is not, you | 
might be ready to confront him, and defend | 
your property; but if you take away this pen- | 
alty, you paralyze your own arm, and you) 
nerve that of the house-breaker with tenfold! 
desperation, since he may finish bis villany | 
with success if he murders you, ond if he be 
caught, the punishment for murder, at all 
events, is no greater than that (or house-break- | 
img, and if he does not murder you when you 
have confronted him, he is in danger of dis-, 
covery atany rate. You are therefore ren- 
dered defenceless, in an attnek upon your 
property, by the security of vour adversary's 
life; or if at all events you do attempt to de- | 
fend your property, and discover or drive away | 
the villain, you are almost sure to be mur: | 
dered, if he can murder you, for his life is! 
sufe, while the taking of yours is perhaps. 
necessary to his success. 


| 


j 
} 
} 


| 
} 


} 


He bears a charmed | 
life, the consciousness of which unnerves you, 
but nerves him. Just so, if your person be | 
assaulted, and you resist, your very defence is | 
likely te procure your murder, for you are the | 
helpless one, your assailant has all the ad-| 
vantage ; the assassin cannot be killed, he is! 
secure by law; but if he kills you, he may es-| 
eape completely’ To abolish this penalty | 
would therefore he gross injustice and inhu- | 
manity both to the innocent who are mur-| 
dered, and to the innocent living, ‘It is secur- | 
mg the murderer against death, but exposing 
the community to death by the hand of any 
villain, who, knowing that -his ewn life is pro- | 
tected by statute, chooses to kill. It is, in| 
fact, a prenuum on murder, as the safest of'| 
crimes. If you commit any lower crime, you 
may he punished for it too much. If you 
commit this crime, yon are sure of a punish- 
ment less than the evil you inflict upon others. 
The glaring injustice and inhumanity of sach 
an arrangement is perfectly obvious. 

Now to fasten this argument with incontro- 
vertible power, I shall refer you to a case, 
which though it is on record, I have received 








| would have to swing for it. 


gives up 


said uw criminal in. England to one of his Judg- 


from a near relative of the monster concerned. 
The creature in his passion held an axe over 
his wife's head, and told her that nothing but 
the law saved her life. ‘I would kill you in 
a moment, said he, ‘if I did n@& kgow that I 
I aj¥Fal to the 
good sense and humanity of our audience, is 
not thata benevolent statute, which extends 
over that lonely and wretched mother the only 
protection for herself and children? And is 





not thata most inhuman eflort, which seeks 
to take away from betore that brutal husband | 
the fear of death, which, as he himself says, 
is all that now restrains him? Which is the} 
spirit of Christ? the spirit that vindicates the 
law, and protects the conmiunity, or the spirit 
that takes away at once the dreaded penalty 
of the law, and»the protection of the innocent ? | 
Which is the benevoleni eflort’? that which 
throws its shield over the murderer’s life, but 
the unprotected victim to his malice, 
or that which binds and holds back the arm of | 
the murderer, by making his own death the 
certain consequence of his intended crime ?— 
Rev. Geo. B. Cheever. 


CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. | 


EXTRACT FROM DR. ELKINTON’S LECTURE. 


‘It appears to me to be a monstrous sketch 
of human power on the one hand, and an ev- 
idence of our imbecility on the other, to des- 
troy life as is now the fashion, within the 
walls of a prison, where no effect is antici- 
pated from the dreadful example on others. 
While, however, I hail this change in our laws 
as one step towards the total abolition of cap- 
ital punishment, is it not, abstractly consider- 
ed, essentially a vindictive act, an act of per- 
sonal revenge on the criminal? ‘It is hard, 
my Jord, thai I should die for stealing a horse,’ 


es. ‘kou do not die for stealing a horse, but 
iis to prevent others from stealing th m, was 
the nnswer. It was the example on others 
that justified death for stealing, by the Eng- 
lish laws. If, then, there is no benefit to be 
derived from its example upon others, what is 
private hanging but personal revenge — dehb- 
erate voluntary, willful murder? It is impos- 
sible, by reasoning or philosophy, to make it 
any thing else. Or, is it not an implied evi- 
dence of our imbecility, that we eannot find 
out to contrive any other way of restraining a 
culprit within proper bounds ; of depriving him 
of his libefty in such a secure position, where 
he will not only be safe from committing far- 
ther depredations on society, but where he 
will have every inducement to grow better, 
and but little temptation to grow worse — 
where thought and reflection will crowd upon 
his mind, and prepare it fur solemn impress- 
ions, and for moral and religious instruction. 


Mvroer Triat.— William Armstrong, who was 
charged with the wilful murder of James Cloudsley, 
in July last, in the niuth ward of the city of New 
York, by stabbing with a knife in the abdomen, has 
been found guilty of manslaughter in the third degree: 





Tue CLerGyMAN AND Sceprtic.—‘Ifwe are to 
live after death, why don’t we have some certain 
knowledge of it” said a seeptic te a clergyman. 

‘Why didn’t yon have some knowledge of this 
world before you came into it!’ was the caustic 


THE AUTHORITY OF HUMAN 
GOVERNMENTS. 


Br. Srear :—I have perused with much in- 
terest, several numbers of ‘The Hangman.’ 
I think it should be hailed as a bright pre- 
cursor of a less barbarous age. I go for the 
immediate abolition of the Gallows. It is a 
standing memento of the nation’s disgrace and 
infamy, and proclaims im ihe face of all 
our high professions, a nation of refined sav- 
ages. 1 care not what authority may be 
thrown around the old blood stained jibbet; 
itis evidently at war with man’s highest na- 
ture, the great standard of truth and right.— 
Every thing God-like in man recoils at the 
thought of strangling men to death. None 
but incarnate fiends could witness the scene 
without horror If we would abolish the 
Gallows, we must abolish or counteract those 
influences which tend to perpetuate it. Let 
every thing which sanctions the accursed 
practice of killing men, meet the restless 
blow of truth. Does the Bible sanction kil- 
ling men, then let it be repudiated. If the 
pulpit arrayed in its defence—let it be 
shunned as the gates of death. Success in 
this reform, depends upon rendering human 
life inviolable or sacred. The world has been 
deluged with the blood of human victims, be- 
cause human life has ever been held subor- 
dinate to human governments. 
of Kings, Emperors, Presidents, Governors, 
Judges, human life has been taken with sup- 
posed impunity. The rghtfulness of civil 
governments, and the right to take human 
life, to my mind, are inseparable. If .the gov- 
ernment may imprison for life, why may it 
not kill? 
ly inflict one penalty, who is to say that itmay 
not inflict any and all penalties that it shall 
deem for the ‘public good” The life-taking 
principle is the chief corner stone of all gov- 
ernments on earth; that onee abslished, and 
the governments of this world perish. 
not consistently ask government to abolish 
the penalty of death, while I concede its 
right to imprison for life. 

Is it 
that the Bovernment may not kill, but that it 
may imprison? Does the Editer of ‘ The 
Hangman’ deny to government fhe right to 
kill, and concede its right to imprison for life ? 
[demand of the governments of this world, 
in the name of humanity and God, that they 
cease the infliction of a/ penalties. I deny 
in toto their right to govern at all, through fear 
of death or otherwise. All human govern- 
ments are a conspiracy against God, and shall 
ultimately be ‘dashed in pieces like a potter's 
vessel, by the mild arms of truth and love, 
made mighty thrqugh the living God. 


ne 


ery 


mand the abolition of the penalty of death, | 


because man has no right to inflict it, and not 
on account of its inhuman cruelty. . 

The right of the State to inflict the penalty 
of death, is as valid as their right to inflict 
any penalty. 
judgment on the actions of men. 
only rightful governor of his creatures; to 
Him it-is our highest privilege and duty to 
submit. Tl trouble you no farther. You wil! 
excuse this. Your brother, 

James H. Swert. 





reply. 


At the decree | 


If, I say, government may rightful- | 


IT ean- | 


ot the position of ‘The Hangman, | 


I de- | 


They have no right to sit in| 
God is the | 


VIEWS OF THE ORTHODOX. | 

Br. Spear:— In the first number of ‘ The 
Hangman,’ you say you know of but one Or- 
thodox minister who is opposed to the gal- 
lows, and friend Henry Clapp, of ‘ The Pio- 
neer, says ‘it is said there are but three.’ I 
would add two others, viz: Charles Simmons, 
of North Wrentham, and a Mr. Hayward, 
who formerly preached in this town. But 
though the Calvinist clergy are, almost to a 
man, advocates of strangling, yet in thei 
churches are multitudes whose feelings, whose 
‘sympathies are all on the nght side; they 
know that hanging is but a relic of barba- 
rism —they know that Christianity utterly 
repudiates ‘it — they know there is nota siu- 
'gle passage on record, from all the sayings of 
Christ and the Aposties, which sustains it, and 
when they hear their ministers advocate the 
divinity of the gallows, they are deeply mor- 
tified, and are amazed that they can thus per- 
vert the plainest teachings of Christ. I say 
there are multitudes of this class, whose hu- 
manity often triumphs over their creed, and if 
they had the independence to speak out the 
honest convictions of their hearts, feeling 
themselves accountable to none but their 
God, a voice would be heard thut would cause 
their gallows-loving leaders to tremble. 1 
speak that I do know, and testily to what my 
own ears have heard. Seven years’ exper- 
ence in one of these churches taught me a 
lesson 1] shal! not soon forget. 

This class of persons must be reached — 
But how can we do it? They are hemmed 
‘in with an almost impenetrable mai] — they 
'are trained to be exceeding cautions how they 
‘listen fo any one as a public teacher on any 
subject, who-does not subscribe to the full 
leneth of their creed, and to avoid papers and 
books not approved by the sect. And why 
‘even ye of yourselves judge ye not what is 
richt? says Christ; but their leaders don't 
‘want them to judge for themselves, or to 
‘prove all things,’ or to ‘hold fast, except 
what they are pleased to give them. Some 
of these persons are, in feeling, against Capi- 
ital Punishment, but give their influence in fa- 
vor of it, because among the most active op- 
| posers of the bloody gibbet, are Unitarian and 

Vita omg clergymen, and what is worse 
‘than either, or both, Comr-ovTERs, They 
‘ought to be ashamed of this reason. They 
‘are ashamed of it. If a house was on fire, 
'who would refuse aid in extinguishing the 
jflames, because the most active workmen 
were of-another, or no religious faith? No 
|one! their attention would be diverted to the 
| fire, and the best means of extinguishing it 
| So ought it to be in this case! 
| 
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Again I say, this class of persons must be 
reached ; and again I ask, how ean it be done? 
| Let the reader answer this question for him- 
lself, and at another time (if I feel in the spirit 
‘of it) I will pursue this subject farther, with 
direct reference to the importance of sustain 
line ‘ The Hangman, as a means to so desira- 
So for the present, farewell 


N. J 





ble an end. 


4 
| Presupices.— There is nothing of which a 
man can live so long unconscious, as the ex- 
tent and strength of his own prejudices, 
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MEETING ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 

Agreeably to previous notice, a meeting upon the 
subject of Caprrat PunisHMENT, in aid of the be- 
nevolent efforts of Cuartes Spear to procure its abo- 
lition, was held at the Universalist Church in School 
street, on Sunday evening, March 2d 

A numerous and respectable audience was as- 
sembled. The meeting was oi ganized by the choice 
of Rev. Mr. Stevens, of Framingham, Moderator, 
and James Mircuett, Secretary. 

At the request of the Moderator, the meeting was 
opened with a solemn and impressive prayer by 
Rev. Mr. Srreerer. 

The object of the meeting was stated by the 
Moderator, and at his invitation, the meeting was 
addressed by Rev. Mr. Srreeter. [The Secretary 
would here remark, in justice to the speakers, that 
the brief and meagre account which he is able to 
give of their eloquent remarks, falls far short of that 
tribute justly due them.] 

A very interesting letter was received from the 
Hon. Rosert Ranrout, expressing his deep regret 
that he could not be present at the meeting, and 
enclosing the sum of five dollars to aid us forward 
in this great reform. We shall be happy to present 
our readers with his interesting communication in 
the first number of the next volume. 

Mr. Streeter remarked that he could not now go 
into the subject generally; he was the determined 
vpponent of Capital Punishment. He dwelt with 
great emphasis upon the value of human life to its 
possessor ; we might deprive a man of his proper- 
ty, of his clothing, of his liberty, of his reputation 
—these he could regain by his efforts, but life could 
not be recalled ; he denounced executions as cool 
butcheries. The uncertainty of evidence was a 
strong objection ; when the deed was done, the law 
could not undo it!) He drew a forcible distinction 
between murder committed by an individual in hot 
blood, and the cool, deliberate murders committed 
by law; he alluded with great feeling and power to 
the relations of father, mother, wife, husband, in 
conuection with this barbarous punishment. 





Dr. WaLtek CHanNninG commenced his speech 


,its flight. An idiot had been executed, who was so 
‘unconscious of his fate as to say, ‘ Don’t hurt poor 
|Jemmy!’ These sanguinary punishments were 
| passing away. Many attempts had been made upon 
the life of Louis Phillippe, and in all cases the 
King had pardoned the culprit. He eloquently ex- 
_horted the friends of the Abolition of Capital Pun- 
| ishment to persevere in their efforts, and trusted by 
‘the blessing of God they would ultimately prevail. 
Wm. Lioryp Garrison said he was embarrassed 
_for two reasons ; he was reluctant to speak in the 
| absence of two eloquent gentlemen, when his own 
‘name had not been advertised. He was embar- 
rassed, for to-day we had received the news that 
|the nation had been capitally punished! He al- 
‘lauded in the strongest terms of reprobation, to the 
‘annexation of Texas. He had twelve reasons 10 
| offer against Capital Punishment, and twenty-four 
|might be given, Masses of men might murder in 
cool blood; the individual was punished for mur- 
der in hot blood; where did the masses get this 
right? 





‘ One murder makes a villain, 
Millions, a hero!? ° 


It was said the judge, jury, &c., were free from en- 
mity, the people could not be charged with malice ; 
it was not so; it was a system of legalized selfish- 
‘ness. Again, we had an inalienable, God-given 
right of life, so set forth in our Bill of Rights; we 
denied the divine right of kings, of government; 
we were born into this despotism of the majority, 
and had made no compact to strangle; we must 
give up the gallows, or give up our republican 
government and go back to Toryism. Further, all 
men of violeuce, were in favor of the death penalty. 
Do ferocious men do the will of God? Is the 
gailows from Heaven! Were the petitioners against 
the gallows profligate men? Was this audience 
‘composed of outcasts? No; the humane every 
where were opposed to this penalty. He did not 
mean to say all advocates of Capital Punishment 
were vile, but they were like moderate drinkers 
among drunkards, in bad company, and should get 
out of it; it was the ruflian multitude that crucified 
Jesus. Another objection ; this punishment was in- 
flicted by sinners; all had sinned and come short 
of the glory of God—judge, jury, &c.— some of 
|them profane men, it might be. Again, the fallibil- 
‘ity of human judgment could not be trusted. Fur- 
| ther, there was no remedy; to punish an innocent 





| 








with his spirit apparently borne down by a fact that | man, created a little lower than the angels, with 
had come to his knowledge; he had heard that a death, our guilt would weigh as mountains. Again, 
lecture ou the Christian theory of civil power was to | the’ rights of humanity were not dependent on any 
be delivered by aclergyman, that maintained Capi- book ; they inhered ; it is the voice of God in me; 
tal Punishment! Jesus Christ was the latest reve- | if texts conflicted with this evidence, he was satis- 
lation : he drew his arguments from Him. His law | fied that they were not divine, he would trample them 
superceded all others. He came to save life, not to| under his feet, Still further, he could not follow Noah 
kill; he explained that passage where Christ says | and Moses; they were dead men. He embraced 
he came not to bring peace, but a sword; that Pa- | Jesus of Nazareth ; his spirit was noble, world-em- 
gans who rejected the Christian doctrine would meet | bracing. Jesus Christ, the very God, as some be- 
with the sword. He recommended the doing, as | lieved him to be, was either suflicient, or not so; if 
well as preaching religion ; this shes his faith ; he sufficient, the Jaws of Noah, Moses, &c., were an- 
went to nobody for it, and was willing to proclaim! nylled. Again, these advocates of the gallows pro- 
it. Christ was against the gallows, he was the! fessed to sufier for righteousness sake! ‘It was a 
rock that would stand ; we should not regard what! sham! Pick their pockets, and if their own arm 
was said of our doctrine. 
progress of public opinion on another subject. But _voke that of the State, yet these men prayed for 
ten years ago, an individual was dragged through | forgiveness as they forgave others! He objected, 
our streets with a rope round his neck, for uttering | because this punishment was inhumanizing, de- 
sentiments which have since been put forth by ®| moralizing in its tendency ; this institution was or- 
grave State convention. The Legislature had said dained of God, and yet we were not allowed to wit- 
it was inexpedient to legislate on our petitions, put-| ness its benevolent operations! Lastly, man was 
ling the subject off one year; we must persevere. | not a dog, and hanging was a dog’s death. Massa- 
He had been in the British Parliament, and had ‘chusetts had committed murder long enough God 
seen Wilberforce, whom he venerated ; for twenty-| was with this movement; the path of Christ was 
two years this gentleman labored against the slave-' one of safety, of glory. 

trade, and at one time was not safe in the streets of | 
Liverpool. He regretted that his son, Archdeacon | 
Wilberlorce, now consecrated the banners of war, 
under which murders were to be committed in, 
Affghan and China, while he ministered, also, under 
the sacred banner of the Prince of Peace ! @The gal- 


WenDELL Puituips expressed his deep interest 
in the cause, and for the unassuming individual for 
whose benefit this meeting was held. Thg boldest 
heart might quail, when advocating the right of so- 
ciety to take life. We were met with the spirit of 
lows rested on fear. Eight hundred thousand people | opposition; another distinguished clergyman had 
were afraid of Peter York, now under sentence of come out in favor of the death penalty; it was re- 
death! The uncertainty of this punishment di-| ceiving volunteers from the clergy. If this punish- 
vested it of its terror; anerror in the writ, the omis- ment were from God, men from the most sacred 
sion of a letter, was fatal to conviction. Otherpun- ranks of life should be selected to perform the 
ishments were dreaded more than death. In Ken-| work; the petition to the Legislature to this effect 
tucky there was a penitentiary where the treatment, was no heartless jest. This punishment was mel- 


He alluded to the vast were not strong enough to punish, they would in- | 


so debased the prisoners that they would not es- 
cape with open doors; he deprecated such treat- 
ment; men should be restrained, elevated, reformed, 
treated kindly. He spoke in the most solemn and 
eloquent manner, of death, as a medical man; in 
thirty-five years’ practice, he had witnessed the de- 
parture of many, and had never seen a dying per- 
son express the emotion of fear; they had deemed 
it a relief, a removal to a happier state; for profes- 
sional satisfaction, he had asked the dying wife to 


see her tongue, who had replied calmly, ‘ Yes, doc- 
tor, if it will be of any service, but I am dying;’ at 
the same moment the affectionate husband implant- 
ed the last kiss upon his wife, whose spirit then took 


ancholy, not so much for the !oss of a single life, as 
for the wide-spread horror and ruin, the breaking 
down of the sacred barriers of Buman life, and its 
brutalizing effects. The lowest ranks, the victims 
of the neglect of suciety, were the most likely to 
suffer; in their youth circled all about with tempta- 
tions, in some dark moment they gave way. These 
children of society were then visited with its wrath. 
Society has no right to take life, outside of abso- 
lute necessity ; she should retreat, and retreat, till 
she can no longer retreat. She requires this of the 
individual, the individual should require it of her. 
She is bound to prevent crime by intellectual and 
_moral culture; prevention is better than cure. She 





| 





HANGMAN., 


restrains the intellectual, why not the moral, luna- 
tic? If she punish for example, why not select the 
direst punishments first? the torture, the rack of 
the middle ages— it increases the. horror of hang- 
ing, ten fold. The execution of Thomas Barrett at 
Worcester, was echoed in less than ten days by 
another murder! The bloody track of the gallows 
might be traced throughout our land. He did not 
sympathize with all that the last speaker had said; 
he thought the battle would have to be fought on 
Bible ground, and over the covenant with Noah.— 
Would the Governor of Massachusetts issue a death- 
warrant on the authority of Scriptural texis alone ! 
he would shrink back appalled. The Bible had 
been deseerated by the touch of priests, and made 
to sustain slavery and the gallows; we must redeem 
the Bible to humanity. A Sheriff would refuse to 
execute on such,a dowbtfal text as the covenant 
with Noah; on the authority of a single Hebrew 


Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a 
day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, 
as he did aforetime.’ Informed that Daniel had pre- 
ferred to ‘obey God, rather than man,’ after laboring 
in vain to save his favorite subject from the penalty 
of his own law, until ‘the going down of the sun,’ 
the king reluctantly delivered him over to the lions. 
Instead of hanging the criminal, would it not be bet- 
ter to have ferocious wild beasts kept in suitable 
places, especially for the purpose of tearing the 
limbs, breaking the bones, and eating the quivering 
flesh of our brothers and sisters ? 

Sometimes the ancients stoned their criminals to 
death. This was practised under the Mosaic dis- 
pensation. For picking up a few sticks on the day 
that we now call Saturday —a day on which Chris- 
tians usually do more work than on any other day in 
the week—we are told that by the direction of 
Moses, the offender was stoned to death. What say 





line, three thousand years old, on which the great- 
est scholars had differed. This legislation was for 
Jews aud Judea; we were of New England; we 


Here, in the nineteenth century, with our educa- 
tion, our common schools, we must have the gal- 
lows to protect us from the assassin, while in Flor- 
ence, where they had done away with the gallows, 


half-starved, half-clothed beggar by his side. 


summoned before a jury could be found to sit on a 
capital case ; such were the feelings of the commu- 
nity. Sow these principles wide over this land, 
cases. 
every man may,know and dread the responsibility ; 
send out thgg li¥ing messenger, that if we cannot 
blot out th® law, we may make it inoperative; so 
that it may be as when the Attorney General Aus- 
tin expressed a doubt in 1838, whether the law 
' were not useless. Mr. Phillps closed his eloquent 
remarks by thanking the audience for their gen- 
erosity to his friend Spear. 


Dr. Cuanninc hoped the words that had been 
spoken might burn in our souls; that we might not 








| determined that the gallows should be abolished. 
Rev. Mr. Stevens had intended to speak, accord- 
ing to notice, but having a bad cold, and the lateness 
of the hour, prevented. Much had been said, but 
not enough, on one point; he wished them to re- 
| member that the end of all punishment should be 
| the reformation of the punished, but how could a 
'man be reformed after his heck was broken! He 
| tendered thanks in behalf of Mr. Spear, and trusted 
that by the blessing of God, the object of the meet- 
‘ing would be accomplished. 
This interesting and solemn meeting was closed 
, at half past nine o’clock. 





| I$ HANGING THE BEST METHOD OF 
PUTTING CRIMINALS TO DEATH? 


body of men, to take life for any purpose whatever, 
‘is it certain that in this land we now do this work in 
the best possible manner? This is an age of great 
improvement. Cannot some improvement be made 
upon the old method of putting a rope around the 
neck of the criminal and hanging him in the air ‘— 
Various other methods have been adopted. Let us 
look at some of them. 

Burning in gna furnace was adopted by Neb- 
uchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. He had edu- 
cated and elevated to office certain Jews, who ap- 
pear to have been a stiff-necked people, and who 
| refused, when commanded, to worship the image 
which the king had set up. Filled with wrath, the 
king ordered th» furnace, which had already been 
prepared, to be heated seven times hotter than usu- 
al, and into it Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
_ were in that same hour cast. Would it not be an 
improvement, to have a furnace built in each of the 
States of the Union, and one at the Capitol, into 
which criminals might be cast? Would not those 
who approve of Capital Punishment have a fine op- 
portunity to behold the sufferings of their brothers, 
while they were roasting and frying in the flames, 
and would not their screams and groans be music to 
their ears? Advised by some of his subjects, who 
| sought the destruction of the faithful Daniel, king 
| Darius was induced to sign a decree, the substance 
of which was, that if any person in all his realm 
should ask a favor of any being, excepting of the 
| king himself, for the space of thirty days, he should 
| be put into the lions’ den. Not having the fear of 
thé king before his eyes, ‘when Daniel knew that 
the writing was signed, he went into his house, and 
the windows being opened in his chamber toward 





} 
| 
} 
| 


that there might be no witness, no lawyer, in such | 
Send out the tracts of friend Spear, that’ 


go away without pledging ourselves in favor of hu- | 
manity ; that we might go out with strong hearts, | 


If we admit that it is right for one man, or any | 


you who are friendly to the gallows? Would you 


not like to juin in the rare sport of stoning the mur- 


derer? Would it not be a godly exercise, to unite 


were not Jews, but of the Anglo-Saxon race.— jn stoning, maiming, breaking his limbs and dash- 


ing out his brains ? 
In the days of the Messiah, a stone was tied 


around the neck of the criminal, instead of the now 
‘fashionable halter, and he was thrown into the 
where wealth towered to the skies side by side with | 
the humble cottage, he had seen the prince ride’ 
with his horse shod with gold, in safety, with the | 
Each) 
man’s hand should be against the gallows. In| 
Dover, N. H., recently, seven hundred persons were | 


depths of the sea. Jesus alludes to this practice — 
Some now advocate private executions. They be- 
gin to understand that public exhibitions of this 
character increase crime, cheapen human life, and 
harden the heart. Why not now adopt the practice 
of throwing iuto the sea, that the bodies of criminals 
may be food for fishes? True, occasionally tisher- 
men and sailors might draw up the half-eaten 
bodies of their brothers and sisters with their sharp 
hooks and sure anchors, but never mind that, jus- 
tice has been done — the law has been satis(ied. 
Sometimes the Jews put criminals in dung to 
the knees, in the detested valley of Hinnom, and 
placing a towel around the neck, it was drawn in 
different directions until the sufferer was compelled 
to open his mouth; and then hot lead was poured 
down his throat. Would not the Sheriff like to en- 
_joy the honor and have the profit of thus killing his 
own son, who, when a child, sat upon his knee and 
leaned upon hisbosom? Why should not the Sher- 
iff hang, or bura, or drown his own child, when di- 
rected by the Executive, as well as the child of 
another! ‘ He is somebody’s son.’ 
| It is well known that crucifixion was practiced 
| when Jesus was upon this earth. And it is worthy 
of notice that the same class of persons who now 
say ‘hang him! hang him!’ then ‘cried out with 
one voice, crucify him! crucify him! Nailed to 
the cross by the hands, tied to the wood by the feet, 
the suffering would continue much longer than 
when put to death by the present popular and ap- 
proved method. This must be very gratifying to 
those who are anxious to enjoy the exquisite pleas- 
'ure of beholding such scenes. Why not now ecom- 
pel men to be ‘ obedient unto death, even the death 
,of the cross?’ 
| Let the friends of the gallows reflect on this mat- 
‘ter, and perhaps they may find some better method 
of putting criminals to death than to hang them de- 
\liberately by the neck until they are dead, dead, 
| dead. J. M. 8. 





An Innocent Man Hvna, Prosasry.— 


There is some reason to believe that John 
Gordon, hung last week at Providence, for the 
murder of Mr. Sprague, was really innocent of 
that terrible crime, and if, so he has fallen a 
victim to the forms of law, contrary to the prin- 
ciples of equity and justice. It will be recol- 
lected that the evidence on the trial of this 
man was circumstantial, and very thinly so— 
extremely flimsy. Throughout the whole pe- 
1iod of his imprisonment, and in the latest 
moment of his existence, the unhappy man 
protested that he was innocent. The very 
moment before he was launched into etemity, 
he declared in the most solemn manner that 
he was mnocent of that murder. There is a 
strong probability therefore, taking all the cir- 
, cumstances into account — the slight nature of 
| the proof —and the solemn assurances of the 
prisoner of his innocence, even at the last 
‘awful moment —that the poor man was hung 
without having been guilty of the crime. We 
do not wish to excite any sympathy on the gen- 
eral principle of opposition to hanging, for we 
think that punishment is as proper as any of 
the ridiculous plans proposed as a substitute 
by the enthusiastic philanthropists. But hang- 
ing an innocent man is a very different affair. 
—N Y. Herald. 








Derinition oF A True GentTLemMan.—who- 
ever is honest, generous, courteous, honorable, 
/and candid, is a true gentleman, whether learn- 
ed or unlearned rich or poor. 





Prosrerity.—To be moderate in prosperity 
is to know how to walk on the ice.—Socrates.] 
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[From the Olive Lranch.] 


THE CRIMINAL. 


BY CAROLINE F. ORNE. 


They had barred him in the dungeon, 
They had chained him in the cell, 

For his crimes were great and many 
When in their hands he fell. 


Txeir bitter words and taunting, 
heir sharp reproach and keen, 

Thei 
Ile had borne with sullen mien. 


r scourging and ther fasting, 


His brow was dark and lowering, 
His eye was fierce and stern, 

From out whose sunken covert 
Unhallowed fires still burn. 


ilis heart was seared and hardened, 
His conscience cold and dead ; 

He was utterly abandoned — 
Forever lost — they said. 


For he answered back each menace 
With a sullen, angry frown, 

And still in moody silence 
On his iron bed lay down. 


Bat there came inte his dungeon 
One of gentler mould, 

And in a low, sweet voice began 
Christ's gospel to unfold. 


Still in his bitter silence 
Tie prisoner stood unmoved, 
And heeded not the messages 
Of the Father’s well-beloved. 


But when the gentle stranger 

Of the prisoner’s childhood told, 
And how tenderly his mother 

Did her dear son enfold,— 


How she prayed for him at even, 
As by her side he knelt, 
And what a mournful anguish 
For his crimes and guilt she felt,— 


And how perchance her spirit 
Might look down upon him still, 

And mourn to see him treading 
The downward path of ill. 


Then from the iron-hearted 
Came sobs of grief and pain; 

ilis hard, hard soul was melted, 
And tears fell down like rain. 


On the stone floor of that dungeon 
The penitent tears fell down, 

And the warm hand of the stranger 
He wrung within his own. 


He had borne the jibe, the taunting, 
He had cast back scorn for scorn ; 

For their wrath returned that anger 
Which is of anger born. 


But the stranger’s words of kindness 
To his better nature spoke, 

And unsealed the fountain hidden 
In the adamantine rock, 


‘My mother! oh, my mother! 
If thou canst see thy son, 
Rejoice amid the angels, 
For a new life is begun.’ 


Wouldst thou lead an erring brother 
From the ways of guilt and sin, 
Remember anger hardens, 
But love and kindness win. 
Cambridgeport, Mass. 


AUROGATION OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


Messrs Epirors :— It affords me great gratifi- 
c+fion to find you, and the friends of benevolence, | 
‘deayoring to effect the abrogation of Capital Pun- | 
isvment. It is not my intention to advance any ar-| 
nents in favor of the ground you have taken; 

‘) vugh to me they appear so numerous and conclu- 
that it seems absolutely impossible to shut out 
i:e light which truth pours upon the willing under- 
sunding. If we were Jews, then might we be} 
ompelled to stone to death with stones him who 
atered sticks on the Sabbath, or worshipped not 
ih us, or disobeyed his father, as well as to put to 
‘ath for any other cause. But the reason against 
these things is given in Deut. 18,15; and Paul 
nays, “ Ye are not come to the mount that burned 
‘h fire; but to Jesus, the mediator of the new 


avi, 


»venant.” It is quite time that corporeal punish- 
cient was banished from our schools. and Capital 
j iishment from our statutes. 

Atonzo Lewis. 
»gcaTion. — A better safeguard for liberty than 
s /anding army. If we retrench the wages of the 


»jivolmaster, we must raise the w ages of the recruit- 


‘Treant. 


| factured by you has been used by one of my family forabout 


| compactness of its Operation. 
vance for the same purpose, that combines so many advan- vals we know, for rational explanation, and for prac- 


| Horrisire Scene at an Executi6n.— On 
the 8th inst. Pierre Lescure who was accused 
of the murder of his father, but not brought to 
trial for want of sufficient evidence, and who 
has since been condemned tc death for mak- 
ing away with his uncle, was executed at 
|Riom (Puyde Dome.) The circumstances 
| attending the execution were most horrifying. 
| Being a man of herculean strength, he was 
/bound in prison with an unusual weight of 
‘chains. It required at least half an hour for 
the smith to unrivet them. Lescure was much 
| weakened by his confinement, and assistance 
|was offered to him in walking to the scaffold, 
but he declined it, and went forward, and even 
ascended the ladder with a firm step 

Fearing resistance, the executioners of St. 


i 
| 
| 


' Flor and Moulins were called in to aid the | 
When Lescure appear: | 


executioner of Riom. 
_ed on the platform his tall and athletic person 
towered ‘above them and the priest who at- 
| tended him. Unfortunately he was not bound 
| with sufficient force to the swing board, which 
|also-was too short for his length, so that his 
| neck went beyond the groove, and the axe, 


| when loosened, fell on the wood of the frame, | 


‘and only wounded its intended vietim. Upon 
this the executioner from St. Flor got astride 
on the head of Lescure, but the comvict strug- 
'gled from the grasp, and breaking his hands, 


THE HANGMAN. 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| rose, again with his shoulders and breast cov- | 


eyes haggard, uttering cries that struck terror 
‘to the heart of every spectator 

| 
‘and, presenting to him the image of Christ on 
‘the cross, succeeded by his exhortations in 


‘ered with his blood, his face flushed, and his | 


| The Priest approached the wretched man, | 


| prevailing on “him to again stibmit to be bound. | 


| Again the axe fell, and again missed its mark, 
‘only enlarging the first wound. Lescure’s cries 
‘became still more astounding. The people 
|shouted with indignation and pressing round 
the scaffold, were on the point of overcoming 
‘the gendarmerie in attendance, while the 
priest, whose surplice was covered with blood, 


‘embraced and did all in his power to console 


and calm the mutilated man. 


| The three executioners were for a time. 


completely paralyzed ; but at last one of them 


| mustered resolution enough to fix the devoted | 


head in a proper position, and the axe stream- 


‘ing with blood fell a third time and completed | 


litstask. The three are it is said to be dismiss- 
ed from their oftices.— Gahgnani. 


expressive idea of the ways of the world. 


Expressive. — Mrs. Child gives a beautiful and | 
She says | 


| 


|'—‘ Society at the present time is obvionsly an or- | 
| chestra without a leader, where each man’s ambition | 
‘is to make his own part most prominent, without any | 


| reference to the whole.’ 
| 


} 


Thomsonian Infirmary, and Botanic 
Medicine Store. 
R. WILLIAM CLARK may be consulted at 
his Infirmary, Nos. 80 & 82 Carver STREET, 
| Boston, 





N. B. Dr. C. will attend on Patients at their | 


residence in or out of the city. 


BATES'S PATENT 
Sliding-Top Chamber Shower Bath. 


HE Subscriber respectfully informs the public that he 


| 
i 


} 
| 
| 
| 


continues to manufacture, and has for sale, the justly | 
celebrated SLIDING-TOP SHOWER BATHS, to be | 


used in the Bed Chamber before dressing. 


All orders will be immediately attended to, and they will | 


_be furnished in such style as may be preferred by the pur- | 
chaser. The rapid sale which this Kath has had, and the | 
universal approbation it has received, is a suflicient guaranty | 
of its usefulness. ‘ | 

The following letters from gentlemen we!! known to the | 
public, are offered as evidences of its great utility and adap- 


tation to the purposes for which it is desigued. 


| From the Rev. Johu Pierpont, Pastor of Hollis st. Church, 


| 


Boston. | 


! 
Feb 13, 18H.— Sir— The Portable Shower Bath, manv- | 
° e | 
four months, and highly commends itself, as well for the | 
Ihave seen no other contri- 


tages as this, and, at the same time, involves so little ex- 
pense. 

As Ihave been for several years in the daily use of the 
shower bath, with great benefit to myself. | cau confidently 
recommend the ‘sliding-top bath ’ of Mr Bates, to all such as 
wish to enjoy the comfort of conscious cleanlines, and the | 
kindred blessings of cheerfuiness and health 


JOHN PIERPONT. 





| 


From gentlemen who have purchased the Bath, and used it in | 
their fumilies, } 
Feb. 5, 1544.— The undersigned, having used in our fami- | 
lies Bates’ Sliding-Top Shower Bath, and being convinced | 
that it is a very useful, convenient, and necessary article. | 
more simple in its construction and better adapted to the | 
wants of the public than any thing here@fore introduced, and 
withal, so low in price, compared with other bathing appa- | 
ratus, that we take pleasure in recommending itto all who 
are in the cleanly and healthy practice of frequent bathing ; | 
and we feel sssured that all who use it will unite with us in 
the expression of approbation, which is fully justified by our 
experience. 


S. Gardiner, Boston. | John Birney, Boston. 
Phineas E. Gay, F. Greene, Jr., “ . 
George Brown, “ Sam’! 8. Curtis, “ 

M. M. Ballou, “ 

Wm. Dall, T.W. Haskins, Roxbury. 


C. Brigga, Roxbury. E. Bartlett, S 
|. Apparatus for Vapor Baths, to he used with the above. | 
| always forsale hy L. V BADGER, 49 Congress st. 

February 13, 1845. 


{ 
| 
} 
Wm. Beals, « | 
| 


| mend it for this purpose too. 









MASSACHUSETTS! 


James Norton. 








Blackwell’s Island, New York. 
President in July, 1845. 


MAINE! 


in the State Prison. 


VERMONT! 


PENNSYLVANIA! 


Time of execution, March 14, 1845. 


Friday, March 28th, 1845. 





LOUISIANA! 
1846. 





TITLES OF JESUS. 
BY CHARLES SrEAR. 
Sixteenth edition, with rich steel Engravings. Price $1. 
VHXAIS work has received high commendations 
both in this country and in Kurope. We sub- 
join a few noieces. 

‘It seems to me to be ene of those books which 
ought to have a place in every family library, by 
the side of the Bible and the Hymn Book.’ Hen- 
ry A. Mrves, Lowell. ' 

‘The plan is good, its spirit excellent, and ina 
popular form, it presents the results of much learned 
labor and research. I consider its circulation de- 
sirable, and earnestly recommend it to all friends 
and seekers of Christian truth and scriptural know!l- 
edge” Cuaries W. Upnam, Salem. 


From the Ingtirer, London. 


‘The author has brought together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles whieh are applietl 
to Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether to 
eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates 
practically, conveying much useful comment ina 
popular style, accompanied by a great variety of 
valuable, moral and devotional sentiment. We be- 
lieve it is as yet scarcely known at this side of the 
Atlantic, but it would probably suit the wants of 
many, and be esteemed a valuable addition to our 
valuable stock of practical divinity. We have no 
hesitation in expressing our agprobation of its pre- 
vailing opinions and tendency, and our hope that it 
wil] meet with a welcome amongst us.’ 


From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 


‘We recommend this work to Christian families 
as a useful ang interesting auxiliary to their devo- 
tional exercise’. We recommend it to congrega- 
tional libraries, as a work that will seldom be al- 
lowed to rest upon the shelves. We recommend it 
to Sunday-school teachers as one of the best man- 


tical lessons of piety and morality. And since it 
is one of the goodly fashions of the present day for 
all persons who would aspire to any degree of lit- 
erary. taste, to display literary ornaments on their 
drawing-room tables, we can confidently recom- 
In typography, paper, 
and binding, it is beautifully got up. It contains 
fine engravings by an eminent American artist 
And if visitors have occasionally to wait a few 
minutes for the appearance of the mistress of* the 
house, we do not know how they could spend the 
time more pleasantly, than in perasing a section of 
the “ Names and Titles of Jesus.”’’ 


From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 

‘This is a very interesting work, devotional and 
practical in its character and design. No one can 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasure 
Even in places in which an individual may see rea- 
sons to differ from the writer, he must still admire 
his power of moral discrimination, and feel at one 
with his love and veneration of the character of 
Christ.’ 

This work is not in the trade, but is published 





Preparing for 


UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH!!! 


Perer Yorr, Boston, for the murder of 
Time of execution not fixed. 


NEW YORK! Bass, the pirate. 
The time of execution is fixed by the 


Tuomas Tuorn, for murder. 
Time of execution not fixed. 


Evcene Currrorp, for the murder of his wife and 
child. Time of execution not fixed. 


Samvuet Zeppon, for the murder of Cuffy Todd. 
Francts Baster, Tunckhannock, Wyoming Co. 
Escaped from Prison. 


Paving, the slave. 





Execution. 











Now confined in the Prison at 







Now confined at hard labor 













To be hung on 















Time of execution, March 28, 






Essays on the of Death, 


BY CHARLES SPEAR. 





Twelvth Edition, with fine Engravings. Price 62 1-2 cts 





VFENIHIS work is intended to present a concise and 

practical view of Capital punishment. In pre- 
|paring the work the author had access to many 
| valuable foreign publications, scarcely known in 
this country. The work coutains sixteen Essays; 
one chapter embodying O'CONNELL’S Speech on 
the subject. 

The work presents a view of all the capital of- 
fences in the Union; a labor said by distinguished 
jurists never to have been accomplished before. 

This Work has passed through twelve editions in about s 
year. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


‘If any man can read these Essays, and not be 
convinced that legal killing has incited to four mur- 
lders for overly one it has prevented, he inust, it 
|seems to us, be steeled against the forte of evi- 
| dence, and the fear of shedding innocent blood. 
We hope this book will be widely circulated, though 
the author, being poor, publishes his book himself, 
and goes about to sell it as he can, which will re- 
| tard its dissemination. The facts here industriously 
| collected—the recorded opinions of Beecaria, Black- 
stone, Montesquieu, Franklin, Rush, Smollett, La- 
| fayette, Chanuing, Edward Livingston, O'Connell, 
| &c..—are alone worth double the cost of the vol- 
ume. To the more general reader, this work must 
be more interesting, than the freshest novel can be 
—so various and thrilling are its incidental portrait- 
ures of the human heart and life—of our criminal 
laws, and their hardly more criminal victims.’—New 
York Tribune. 








‘This work contains the clearest and most con- 
densed array of facts and arguments, on the subject 
of Capitai Punishment that we ever met with. 
Portions of it are thrilling in the extreme. We do 
not envy the head or the heart of the man, who can 
rise from its ue without an utter abhorrence of 
this bloody relic of barbarism, and a determination 
to do his utmost to-sweep it from our criminal code ; 
with or without benefit of clergy.’— Anti-Slavery 
Standard. 


‘The author seems to have compassed the whole 
subject; and to us his arguments, figures, and facts 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart an: 
judgment assent to, viz., that the punishment of 
death should be stricken from the statute books of 
every government whose laws are professedly based 
upon the ethics of Christ.’—Huni’s Merchant’s Mag- 
azine, N. ¥. 


©The subject is most ably treated upon by the an- 
thor, who has condensed into a book of about -250 
pages much valuable information of a highly inter- 
esting character,’——-Bay State Democrat. 


Published and sold by the author, and by his 
agents, Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill, and George W. 
Briggs, 304 Washington Street, where also sub- 





and soll by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. 


Briggs, 403 Wash’g St. and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 


scriptions for the Hangman will be rcceived, and 
single numbers sold. 
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